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TRAVELOGUE

THE CREATIVE FORCE BEHIND THE EXCLUSIVE PHIORO JEWELLERY 
LABEL, CLARE PARDOE FUSES INSPIRATION FROM HER TRAVELS WITH 
GOLD, SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONES TO CREATE STUNNING PIECES. 
FRESH FROM A TRIP TO CROATIA, THE DUBAI AND UK BASED DESIGNER 
TALKS TO US ABOUT DISCOVERING NEW SURROUNDINGS, SPIRITUAL 
RELICS AND FINDING HIDDEN GEMS.  

Clare Pardoe
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Travel Tales

What is your all-time favourite destination?It’s a close call between Mykonos, Greece, for its gorgeous beaches, white-washed walls and liberal attitude and the South of France because of its beauty, extravagance and glamour! 

 Which would be your 
top three destinations on 
a must-see travel check 
list?
New Zealand — For its breathtaking scenery 

and outdoor sports activities. Rome — The 

beautiful Italian culture, history and art draws 

me like a moth to a flame. Pyramids, Egypt 

— I am fascinated by the ancient Egyptians 

and spiritual nature of these amazing, mind-

blowing relics.

Would you say that you are an 
adventurous traveller?
Yes, I want to see everything and go 

everywhere... I love to really immerse myself 

in the local culture and prefer to travel with 

or visit people who know a place well, so that 

they can show me the hidden gems.

When and where was your last holiday?
I visited Croatia in the summer and was 

surprised at how beautiful and quaint it was. 

There seems to be a perfect mix of stunning 

scenery, medieval towns and good food with 

cool boutique shops and modern waterfronts.

What is the most unusual travel 
experience you have ever had?
I aim to make every experience unusual 

when travelling, to expand my mind and 

perspective in some way.

Which aspects do you enjoy the most 
about travelling?
Discovering the unique ways in which other 

cultures express themselves. It really kickstarts 

my creativity and gives me new ideas. 

Which three items would 
you never travel without?
My camera, phone charger and my Venus 

pendant necklace from my latest collection 

— it’s now my favourite!

What is the last thing you do before you 
go somewhere? 
Check that my passport is in my bag and 

pack my favourite jewellery.

Have you ever or would you ever travel on 
your own?
Yes, when I was 18 I wanted to find myself, so 

I took a trip to the Greek island of Mykonos 

on my own. I stepped off the boat, felt the 

wind in my hair and just knew I’d stay there. 

I walked around the coast into a little bead 

shop and before I knew it I was offered a job 

making jewellery. I lived there for a month, 

making friends, having fun and enjoying the 

local culture. 

What are your indulgences when you 
travel?
I’m quite down-to-earth, so a delicious      

meal at a quaint local restaurant and 

a moonlit walk on the beach is just as 

enjoyable as a 5-star hotel to me — though 

I do love spa treatments! I love discovering 

places that are off the beaten track; such 

places help me see the world with new eyes 

and give me inspiration for my designs.

What is your favourite holiday purchase?
I bought some stunning jewellery from 

Croatia, large statement necklaces that really 

spice up an outfit.


